“Now it’s your turn; find a quiet place and mentally chew your way through
these verses for yourself.”

Your Own Study:
Read 2 Cor. Chapter Five, in at least
two versions of the Bible, and write
what 2 Cor. 5:14-17 means to you personally:

4

You will find other
great studies of the
Bible, and Bible topics
on Bert Harned’s website:
www.bertsgoodstuff.com
Highly recommended!

HOW TO MEMORIZE GOD’S WORD

The Topical Memory System is a proven way to memorize God’s promises.
You can start with the Beginning With Christ packet of five key verses. (The
Navigators) See last page for material listing.
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One reason to memorize Scripture is because our memories are short. After
24 hours you may accurately remember:
5% of what you hear.
15% of what you read.
35% of what you study.
57% of what you see and hear.
100% of what you memorize!
Noted author, and counselor, Henry Brandt, in his book, The Heart of the
Problem says:

“I still consider Bible memorization the single most important
aid in my Christian life and in my counseling”

Make Scripture Memory Fun!
It’s actually easy to memorize verses:
Start with one verse.
Repeat it several times.
Explain it in your own words.
Say it to a friend.
Test and challenge each other to apply it.
Once memorized, review it without looking for
30 days. It will be yours to take with you
wherever you go!

“How can a young person stay pure? By obeying Your Word and following its
rules... I have hidden Your Word in my heart that I might not sin against
You.”
Psalms 119:9,11
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HOW TO MEDITATE ON GOD’S WORD

There is no better way to abide in Christ than to meditate on God’s promises
throughout the day. Whenever something stressful happens (and it will),
think about a verse that applies to your situation.

Q

What does Phil.4:6&7 say?

POWER OVER BONDAGE
In 1977, New York City was in turmoil because a troubled twenty four
year old man, David Berkowitz, who the media labeled, “Son of Sam”,
went on a killing spree. His target was young women, and before he was
finally caught, five young women and one man were dead.
During his time in prison, he was approached by a young prisoner named
Ricky Lopez, who told David that regardless of what he had done, Jesus
loved him and died for him.
Ricky gave David a Bible. As David Berkowitz read the Bible, God’s
power began breaking him of his addiction and bondage. In time, the
Word of God brought him to a point of complete repentance—and the
“Son of Sam” surrendered his life completely to Christ.
Today, David Berkowitz is the Chaplain’s Assistant at Sullivan
Correctional Facility. (Read this, and other stories of God’s transforming
power in Fresh Power, by Jim Cymbala.)
David Berkowitz was transformed because he replaced man’s viewpoint
with God’s viewpoint. And, He believed God’s viewpoint! He put the
right “stuff ” in his VAT.
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SO...ARE YOU LETTING GOD’S WORD CHANGE
YOUR VAT...AND YOUR LIFE?
Getting rid of the “junk” in your VAT, and replacing it with God’s Word
takes time. The amount of time you commit to the Bible is probably the
single best indicator of your walk with Christ, and the best predictor of your
future growth in Christ.
“Let the words of Christ, in all their richness, live in your hearts, and make
you wise. Use His words to teach and counsel each other....”
Col. 3:16
All the “pieces” of the “puzzle” required to make
your life in Christ awesome...depend on your
commitment to God’s Word.
As you run the race God has set
ahead of you, make sure your
roots are deeply planted in
God’s Word...just like this tree
that survives and grows out of
this dry rock...because its roots
tap deep into the soil below.

Q

Read Psalm 1.1-3, and write your thoughts:

Q How are your roots doing?
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5
EXTREME COMMUNICATION
TALKING TO YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER!
Suppose you were hanging out with your friends one day, and your cell
phone rings. You answer, and an unfamiliar, powerful voice calls out your
name. You ask, “Who is this”?
You are totally “blown away” when the answer comes back, “I’m your
heavenly Father. I’m calling to talk with you...because you’re my child...and
I haven’t heard from you for awhile!”
What do you think your reaction would be?
Would you feel special... scared... excited... nervous...
convicted?
God wants you to know Him so well that you will
always feel like talking to Him...even when you sin
and have broken fellowship with Him. Read
about how loving and forgiving your Father’s heart
is in the story of the “Prodigal Son,” in Luke
15:11-32.
In this chapter, you will see how this vital
“piece” of the puzzle, prayer, is the most
awesome privilege a believer has...to come
directly into God’s presence and talk with
Him about whatever is on your heart. And,
He promises to listen!
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RELATIONSHIP… NOT RULES
When you invited Jesus into your life, you began a relationship with God that
is very personal and intimate. All relationships need good communication to
be healthy.
Jesus’ death for you on the cross made it possible for you to talk directly with
your Father in heaven. Your Father wants you to seek His guidance, comfort,
peace, and intimate companionship at all times...not just when you want
things. He actually desires your companionship! (Galatians 4:6)
FITTING THE “PIECES” TOGETHER
Prayer requires the other “pieces” of the “puzzle”.
THE HOLY SPIRIT helps you pray.
FAITH makes your prayers effective.

FAI
TH

PRAYER

GOD’S WORD

HO
LY

SP
IR
IT

GOD’S WORD teaches you Who God is and How topray.

Now that you know Christ, begin this study by asking Him to make Himself
more real to you.
“You haven’t done this before. Ask, using my name, and you will receive,
and you will have abundant joy.”
John 16:24 .
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KNOWING YOUR FATHER
“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important
thing about us.”
A.W. Tozer
The first part of this study will focus on God’s character. Then you will know
Who your Father is... and how to talk with Him.

Before you begin trying to grasp how totally awesome your Father is...you
need to know that His greatness is far beyond human understanding. But
His Word does give us part of the picture... and it truly is awesome!
ATTRIBUTES OF GOD
God is Sovereign (In Charge)
God is Eternal (Always Existed)
God is Omniscient (All Knowing)
God is Omnipresent (Everywhere)
God is Omnipotent (All Powerful)
God is Immutable (Unchanging)
God is Holy (Righteous and Set Apart)
God is Just (Absolutely Fair)
God is Love (Unconditional Acceptance)
God is Truth (Totally Trustworthy)

As you look at this list, and the following descriptions, take time to think
about each of them, and how each awesome attribute affects your view of
God... and your relationship with Him.
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GOD IS SOVEREIGN
(In Charge)
God alone is Ruler of the universe. He has complete authority to do
whatever pleases Him.

When you talk to your Father, approach Him with humility and
respect for His absolute authority.

Q Read Job 1:6-12.

Who was in control at all times?

Q Whom can you trust at all times?
Q What does Romans 8:28 mean to you personally?

GOD IS ETERNAL
(Always Exists)
You live in a time dimension. God doesn’t. God has always existed, and He
always will exist. When you join God in heaven, you will live forever with
Him. He gives you eternal life!

When you talk to your Father, think about the time ahead when
you will be with Him forever and ever! Awesome!

Q What else has God told us is eternal? (Is. 40:8)
Q How long will God rule? (Ps. 45:6)
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GOD IS OMNISCIENT
(All Knowing)
God knows everything in the past. He knows everything that is going on in
the universe now. And He knows everything that is going to happen in the
future.

Q

Read Psalm 139, and jot down your thoughts:

When you talk to your Father, think about the fact that He knows
what you are going to say...before you say it. He even knows what is
going on deep in your heart. And, He knows what is best for you!

GOD IS OMNIPRESENT
(Everywhere)
This universe is about thirty billion light years across...and contains at least
ten trillion stars. (More than all the grains of sand on earth!) Yet God is
present on every star, and in every inch of space.

Q

Your thoughts on Psalm 139:7&8:

When you talk to your Father, think about the fact that wherever
you go... He is already there. Even during your darkest time...you
can count on His being there.
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GOD IS OMNIPOTENT
(All powerful)
Since God is all powerful, nothing is difficult for Him. Even the enormous
power to create the universe was just “finger-work” for Him (Psalm 8:3).
The Prophet Jeremiah said:
“O Sovereign Lord! You have made the heavens and earth by Your great
power. Nothing is too hard for You!”
Jer. 32:17

When you talk to your Father, humbly realize He can do anything. And,
although He cares about every detail in your life, think about how small
your problems are when compared with how awesome He is!

GOD IS IMMUTABLE
(Unchanging)
Since we are always changing our minds or moods...it is hard to imagine a
God that is always the same, “yesterday, today...and forever!” (Hebrews 13:8)

When you talk to your Father, think about the fact that because He
never changes...His love for you also never changes. It doesn’t
fluctuate with your emotions or deeds. It is also important to
understand that because God never changes...
His Word will never change!
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GOD IS HOLY
(Righteous and Set Apart)
God has never thought an unrighteous thought...and never will! He is
absolutely pure and perfect in every way! (Ps. 145:17)
Sin is the exact opposite of God’s nature...and without Christ’s
death for you on the cross, you would be totally rejected from His presence.
God’s holiness is beyond explanation.

Q Read Revelation 20:12-15, and put down your thoughts:

When you talk to your Father, think about His holiness and
righteousness...and how Jesus has made it possible for you to come
directly into His awesome presence.

GOD IS JUST
(Perfectly Fair)
God is the Supreme Judge of the universe. He cannot make a mistake...and is
always totally fair. There is no “Court of Appeals!” (Jeremiah 9:24)
God cannot “look the other way” regarding your sin.

When you talk to your Father, think about the fact that He will
always be fair by His perfect standard. You need to trust Him even
when you think He has been unfair.
(Gen 18:25b)
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GOD IS LOVE
(Unconditional Acceptance)
God will never love you less...and He cannot love you more!
The Bible tells us that God doesn’t just have love...but it tells us that...
“He is love!” (1 John 4:16)
The fact that your Father sent Jesus to suffer and die for you on the
cross...illustrates the depth of His love for you. (1 John 3:1)

When you talk to your Father, think about the high price He paid
for your salvation, even though you will never fully understand it or
appreciate it. Then thank Him!

GOD IS TRUTH
(Totally Trustworthy)
God cannot lie. Everything He says is true. (Titus 1:2)

Q

Who claimed to be the “Truth” in John 14:6?

Q

What does Jesus say is the “Truth” in John 17:17?

Since God is “Truth”, you can always count on Him...and you can always
trust His promises to you!

When you talk to your Father, thank Him for the promises in the
Bible. Review the promises...one by one...with Him. Tell Him you
want to trust Him!
Read and pray David’s prayer in 1 Chron. 29:11-13.
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PRAYING BOLDLY

Now that you begin to see how awesome your Heavenly Father is, you may
be afraid to approach him in prayer. God’s word tells you that as his child,
you are always welcome in His presence. Go to Him... boldly!
“So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive
His mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it.”
Heb. 4:16

PRAYING WITH HUMILITY
Although God wants you to talk to Him at all times, it is important that you
approach Him with a humble heart. (1 Peter 5:5-6) God opposes human
pride, and wants you to be totally dependent upon His resources.

PRAYING WITH CONFIDENCE

PRAY ACCORDING TO GOD’S WORD
God has given His word to teach you how to pray expectantly, and with
confidence. Learn the following prayer principles and look up the Scripture
references and then... pray expectantly!

FAMILY ONLY
God answers the prayers of His children. He also hears and answers prayers
of non-Christians when they come to Christ in faith for the forgiveness of
their sins. (John 16.24)
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ABIDING ANSWERS
Jesus said that an abiding Christian can be confident in his prayers being
heard...and answered according to God’s will.

Q

What does John 15:7 say?

Q

What does Psalms 66:18-20 say?

“THY WILL BE DONE”
Jesus modeled the attitude you should have when you come to your Father.
You should desire His will above yours, even though it may be difficult to
accept. Read Mark 14:32-40.
“And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask anything
according to His will, He hears us: And if we know that He hears us,
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of
Him.”
1 John 5:14
Now that you know Him, you can be confident...if you are abiding in
Him...that He will answer any prayer that is according to His perfect will.
GOD’S PERFECT TIMING
Don’t give up on prayers that don’t get answered right away. One of the signs
of a Spirit controlled Christian is “patience”. (Gal. 5:22)
Countless Christians will tell you stories of God’s faithfulness in answering
prayers after many years of continual prayer.
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YOUR PRAYER LIFE
You began your prayer life as a member of God’s family when you invited
Jesus into your life.

Q

How has it been going since?

Q

What is different?

BEGINNING YOUR DAY
If you want your relationship with Christ to grow, plan to meet Him every
morning. Read 7 minutes with God – How to plan a daily quiet time.
(Navpress)
Most Christians who are abiding in Christ begin their day with a “quiet
time.” You can start talking to God “before your feet hit the ground,” as you
get out of bed. Say something like this:
“Good morning Lord! Today, before I get going, I just want You to know I
love You...and want to live for You today!”
CLAIMING HIS PROMISES
If you really want to have an awesome day, take some of God’s promises with
you, and claim them for your day. Like this:
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own
understanding. Seek His will in all you do, and He will direct your paths.”
Proverbs 3:5&6
Pray: “Lord, today, I am going to trust You to direct my paths, and I am
going to seek Your will for my life in each situation.”
64

RESTORING FELLOWSHIP (BY CONFESSION)
When you slip and fall, and feel like no one cares, run to your Lord’s waiting
arms. He will comfort you and dry your tears.
(Read: Romans 8:26-27)
To restore fellowship with the Holy Spirit, simply tell Him that you sinned,
(name it), and choose to let Him control your life. He will then restore you
to fellowship with Him. (1 John 1:9)

THANK, PRAISE, AND ADORE HIM
God has done so much for you that it is important to take some time to
thank Him, and think about His love and grace. Read the Psalms, and as you
read the many praises...stop and make them your own. Think about His
greatness and His great love for you...and adore Him.
(Begin with Psalms 95,107, & 145-150)
REQUESTS
God wants you to bring Him your requests. In fact, He delights in you doing
that since it is an act of faith and obedience. Never quit asking Him for
things that are biblical and within His will. He promises to answer those
prayers...in His time!

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about
everything. Tell God what you need, and thank
Him for all He has done. If you do this,
you will experience God’s peace....”
Phil. 4:6,7a
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SO...ARE YOU TALKING TO YOUR
AWESOME FATHER?
Suggestion: For the next 30 days start a prayer list. Then keep it going.
Write down the following:
• Your personal growth in Christ.
• Prayer for specific issues you are dealing with.
• Prayer for friends and family.
• Prayer for non-Christians you desire to know Christ.
• Prayer for other Christians you can help grow.
Are you beginning to see how all the pieces fit together?
If you are reading God’s Word, and allowing the Holy Spirit to control your
life...you will naturally talk with Him more. As you put all these “pieces”
together, your faith will grow.
When it all starts coming together...life gets truly awesome!
In the next chapter, you will see how you are to grow together, along with all
other believers in the Body of Christ! Get ready for the next vital “piece”,
“Extreme Relationships”!

To read more on this vital subject, the following books and devotionals are
recommended: Intimacy With The Almighty, (Swindoll), Fresh Wind, Fresh
Fire, Cymbala, Humility, (Murray), 31 Days of Praise, (Myers).
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GOD’S AWESOME FAMILY... AND YOU!
The next “piece” of the “puzzle” for your growth in Christ, is Christian
Fellowship... getting rightly connected to others in God’s awesome family.
Do you want great relationships? Awesome relationships? Extreme
relationships? God wants that for you too. And, His Holy Spirit makes such
relationships possible.
Extreme relationships with others will occur as you abide in Christ...and join
other believers who are training together to be winners in God’s great “race”.
Christian fellowship is a vital “piece” of the “puzzle” you will
want to make a continual priority.
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GET CONNECTED!

6

EXTREME RELATIONSHIPS
CITIZENS OF HEAVEN
The Apostle Peter told the early believers to think of themselves as part of a
building...with Jesus being the “chief cornerstone”.
“And now God is building you, as living stones into His spiritual
temple....You are a chosen people. You are a kingdom of priests, God’s holy
nation, His very own possession.”
1 Peter 2:5&9
God is saying awesome things about you as one of His children. He is saying
that you and all other believers are:
• Living Stones in His Spiritual Temple
• A Chosen People
• A Kingdom of Priests
• His Very Own Possession
• A Citizen of God’s Holy Nation

It doesn’t matter what color your skin is, how smart you are, how pretty
you are, what gender you are, or how wealthy or important you are...you
are part of Christ’s body with believers from all time. You are a full citizen
in God’s Country...heaven! (Ephesians 2:19)

Q

Your thoughts:
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CHRIST’S LOCAL BODY
You, along with all other Christians of all time make up the body of Christ,
the Church.
The Bible also calls a local gathering of believers a “church.”
Jesus made an awesome promise to you and me. When we come together,
with Him as our focus...He is there:
“For where two or three gather together because they are mine, I am there
among them.”
Matt.18:20
THE EARLY CHURCH
The book of Acts relates the establishing of the early churches, which met
primarily in homes. The Letters of the New Testament are the instructions
written to them by the Apostles. Everything the Holy Spirit commanded and
instructed the early believers applies to the church today.
The commitment of the early church was so strong, and their love for one
another so great, that within three hundred years, Christianity had spread
throughout the entire Roman Empire. They truly changed their world for
Christ!
EXAMPLE OF THE EARLY CHURCH
To get an understanding of how committed the early
Christians were to one another, read the Book of Acts
in the New Testament.
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Q What stands out the most to you in your reading of the book of Acts?

Q

How important were the other believers to Paul, Peter, and the other
Apostles?

Q How important are other believers to you?
Q What are you doing to develop extreme relationships with other believers?

GETTING “CONNECTED”
One of the main reasons so many Christians live defeated lives, is that they
have isolated themselves from other believers.
Paul told the early Christians that they were each vital “parts” of the “body of
Christ”.
Every part of your body is important. If your little toe hurts, it can make your
day miserable. The invisible parts, such as the heart, liver, and kidneys are
vital for the life of the entire body. It is similar in the body of Christ.
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Read 1 Cor. 12:14-27, and write what Paul said about each part of the
“body”:

Q

Who is the “HEAD”?

Q

Who are the “MEMBERS”?

Q

Are any “MEMBERS” insignificant?

Q

What are some of the most important “PARTS”? (v.22)

When you are joined together with other believers who are growing in Christ,
you each encourage one another, and keep each other “fired up” in your
mutual faith. You enjoy each others company and build meaningful
relationships together.
Coming together with other believers in Christ’s name is similar to hot coals
which keep each other hot when lumped together. However, a coal that is
separated from the others will soon grow cold.
AWESOME GIFTS
You are a unique creation of God. He has given you unique gifts that are
needed in the body of Christ. In 1 Cor. 12:4-11, Paul tells you some vital
things about your gifts:

Q Who gave you your gifts?(v.11)
Q Which gift is most important?(v.21-23)
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Q

What are you warned against?(v.25)

Q

What are you to do for others?(v.26)

Satan is very clever in convincing many Christians that they are not
important to Christ’s work on earth. Many leave the job of doing God’s work
to those with gifts that are more obvious... such as the speaking gifts. God’s
Word is clear that each gift is vital to His Kingdom!
The entire body of Christ is commissioned and gifted to accomplish Jesus’
Great Commission...to “go into all the world and tell the Good News to
everyone”. With God, there is no distinction between clergy and laity.
In one way, your role in the church is similar to a player on a basketball,
football, or soccer team. Unless each player uses his skill and talent to play,
the game could be lost. To win, each player must do his job well.
As an important part of God’s winning team, you need to play the position
He has gifted you to play!

THE KEY TO EXTREME RELATIONSHIPS
Jesus knows your heart. He knows the difficulty we all have at times with
one another. As humans, we all are tempted to gossip, judge, get angry, and
accuse one another.
And yet, Jesus truly desires for us to love one another...and model His love to
the world. Listen to what He told His disciples in some of His last comments
to them:
“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I
have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one another will
prove to the world that you are my disciples.”
John 13:34-35
How many times have we failed Jesus by disobeying this command?
Unfortunately, far too often.
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Love is the key to extreme relationships...but how do we get it? God gives us
the answer in Paul’s letter to Timothy:
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power,
love, and self discipline.”
2 Tim. 1:7

Q

Look closely at this verse. Where does love come from?

As you learned in Chapter 3, love is a “Fruit of the Spirit”, and is a gift the
Holy Spirit gives to all who abide in Christ.
Since “love” is the key to extreme relationships, it is vital to know what love
really means, and how it “plays out” in your daily interaction with others.
(Read Gal. 5:22)
The Corinthian Church was full of “baby” Christians whom Paul called
“carnal”, or “fleshly”. They had accepted Christ’s love for them, but treated
each other largely from a selfish point of view. They were jealous, and
continually griping and arguing. (1 Cor. 3:1-4)

Q

What do you think is the solution to that kind of behavior?

Paul told the Corinthians what Christ’s love would look like if they were
controlled by the Holy Spirit:
“Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude.
Love does not demand its own way. Love is not irritable, and it keeps no
record of when it has been wronged. It is never glad about injustice but
rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up, never loses faith, is
always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.” 1 Cor. 13:4-7
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Read the entire 13th chapter of 1 Corinthians, and put down your thoughts:

If you recall from Chapter Three of this study, the Holy Spirit gives you His
extreme power to love with Christ’s love by faith. You can’t generate it on
your own. Love is the result of abiding in Christ.
LOVING BY FAITH
Corrie ten Boom was one of the few women who survived the torture and
humiliation of Ravensbruck...a Nazi prison camp during World War II.
Corrie’s faith in Christ had remained strong, even during times of degradation
when she and all the other women were paraded naked in front of heckling
male prison guards.
The war was now over, and Corrie had devoted herself to speaking in
churches of Christ’s love and forgiveness.
One day, at a church service in Munich, Corrie was startled to see the SS man
who was her former prison guard when she and the other women were herded
into the showers like cattle.
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